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Panel session: 
Realising future Infrastructure needs

▪ John Hutchings - Director, Hutch Consulting (Facilitator)
▪ Ross Dingle - GM Commercial, Port Taranaki
▪ Hayden Mackenzie - Investment Manager, NZTE
▪ Fraser Robertson - Infrastructure NZ Board Member and Director, RCP
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Day 2 – Wednesday 20 March

Morning Tea
The next session will begin at 11.15am



Melanee Beatson
Manager Offshore Renewable Energy and Hydrogen
Energy Markets Branch, MBIE



Developing a Regulatory Framework for 
Offshore Renewable Energy

2024 Offshore Renewable Energy Forum

20-21 March 2024, Hāwera



Overview of presentation

• Indicative timelines for offshore renewable energy 
regime

•Key outcomes from consultation process



Indicative timelines

Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (March, 2024)

•Agreed priority under Electrify New Zealand

Cabinet 
approval PCO drafts Bill Cabinet approval

Bill introduced Select Committee
Bill progresses 
through House
Royal Assent



Consultation outcomes

• MBIE undertook two phases of public 
consultation: 
• Phase one focused on enabling feasibility studies and 

proposed the introduction of a feasibility permit 
(from December 2022)

• Phase two focused on the broader regulatory regime 
and measures to enable the construction and 
operation of infrastructure (August–November 2023)



Overview of proposed regime
• The regime aims to:

• give developers greater certainty to invest in developing projects

• enable the selection of developments that best meet New Zealand’s national interests

• The core proposal is that developers will need two permits: 
• A feasibility permit

• Maximum duration 7 years, with “use it or lose it” provisions

• Gives the exclusive right to apply for a commercial permit in the relevant area

• Comparative assessment

• A commercial permit
• Maximum 40 years 

• Enables construction and operation of offshore renewable energy infrastructure

• Developers will also need environmental consents (EEZ, RMA) and other 
approvals (e.g. Overseas Investment Act, Maritime Act) 

• Regime to enable iwi and hapū engagement 



Overview of proposed regime (consultation version)



We received over 50 submissions

Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (March, 2024)

Over the two consultations, we have received 110 written submissions on the proposals for 
regulating offshore renewable energy developments. We also received feedback from in-
person meetings, a cross-sector workshop, and workshops on specific issues.

This feedback reflects the views of energy industry stakeholders (including those directly 
involved in offshore renewable energy developments), iwi and Māori organisations, 
environmental advocacy groups, local governments and regional development organisations.

Many submitters on the regime also provided information on the overall strategic case for 
offshore renewables and participated in the broader energy transition consultations in 2023. 



What we heard
Permits

Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (March, 2024)

Broad support for the overall regime and direction

Acknowledgement needs to be as fast as possible, but also needs to be right

No open-door process, just rounds

No comparative process at the commercial stage

Broad support for permit criteria

Consideration of environmental credentials (feasibility stage)

Strong support for iwi and hapū participation in the regime



What we heard
Wider regulatory regime

Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (March, 2024)

Transmission – support for a hybrid model

Decommissioning – general support for overall proposal…

…but strong opposition to trailing liability

Safety zones – general support



Thank you.

Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment  
www.mbie.govt.nz
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FAST TRACK 
APPROVALS

Lauren Wallace
Partner



• The ‘Fast-track 

Approvals Bill’ was 

introduced and 

received its first 

reading under 

urgency on 7 

March 2024.

• Submissions close 

on Friday, 19 April 

2024



Fast-track approvals Bill 

‘smells bad’
Otago Daily News, Saturday 16 March 2024

The government’s war on 

nature goes nuclear
Environmental Defence Society,  07 March 2024

The government's fast-track 

legislation is an anti-environment 

approach that will make New 

Zealand a “banana republic”
Labour Party, 7 March 2024



Fast-track bill cuts red tape 

strangling innovation
Straterra, 7 March 2024

Fast-tracking projects would "provide 

certainty to a nervous infrastructure sector 

and an expectant public" and help overcome 

the infrastructure deficit.
NZ Infrastructure Commission, 7 March 2024

"Whether it is roads, public transport, 

hospitals or schools, we need to get 

spades into the ground quicker and the 

fast-track regime will help us do that.“
Employers and Manufacturers Association, 7 March 2024



Fast-track 
not a new 
concept

• COVID-19 Recovery 
(Fast-tracking 
Consenting) Act 2020

• Natural and Built 
Environment Act 
2023 (NBA)

• RMA (Post NBA 
Repeal) 



Purpose - FTA Bill

To provide a fast-track decision-making 

process that facilitates the delivery of 

infrastructure and development projects with 

significant regional or national benefits.



The purpose of this Act is to urgently 
promote employment to support New 
Zealand’s recovery from the economic and 
social impacts of COVID-19 and to support 
the certainty of ongoing investment across 
New Zealand, while continuing to promote 
the sustainable management of natural 
and physical resources.

Purpose of the COVID-19 
Recovery (Fast-track 
Consenting) Act 



Purpose - FTA Bill

To provide a fast-track decision-making 

process that facilitates the delivery of 

infrastructure and development projects with 

significant regional or national benefits.



One-stop shop

• Resource Management Act 1991

• Wildlife Act 1953

• Conservation Act 1987 

• Reserves Act 1977

• Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983

• Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014

• Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf 
(Environmental Effects) Act 2012

• Crown Minerals Act 1991

• Public Works Act 1981



There has been 
limited analysis 
on the inclusion 
of non-RMA 
legislation and no 
consultation on it



Treaty of Waitangi / Te Tiriti o Waitangi

No longer a requirement to act in a manner “consistent 
with the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi”



Eligibility criteria and 
referral process



Referral process
• No referral required

• Application lodged with EPA to refer 
directly to expert panel

Part A Listed 
Project

• Considered to have significant regional 
or national benefits

• May be referred to expert panel 

Part B Listed 
Project

• May be referred to expert panel by Joint 
Ministers if eligible 

Other eligible 
non-listed 
Projects



Eligibility criteria for projects to 
be referred
The joint Ministers must consider the following criteria:

a) whether referring the project is consistent with the purpose of 

this Act:

b) whether access to the fast-track process will enable the project 

to be processed in a more timely and cost-efficient way than 

under normal processes:

c) the impact referring this project will have on the efficient 

operation of the fast-track process:

d) whether the project would have significant regional or national 

benefit.



Ineligible projects 

• Projects occurring on land returned under a Treaty settlement

• Prohibited activities under the EEZ Act

• Decommissioning-related activities within the meaning of the EEZ Act

• Offshore renewable energy projects that being before separate offshore 

renewable energy permitting legislation comes into force. 

• A project is not ineligible just because the project includes an activity 

that is a prohibited activity under the Resource Management Act 1991.



Offshore 
energy



Role of the 
expert 
consenting 
panel



Who makes 
the final 
decision?



Consultation 
requirements 



Appeal rights

• Questions of law only
• Limited persons can 

appeal to High Court 
• One further appeal to SC 

or CA
• Judicial review available



Summary and next steps
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Panel session: 
Catalysing and connecting for success: The role of 

regional leadership and planning in sector development

▪ Stacey Hitchcock - GM Investment and Deputy CEO, Venture Taranaki
▪ Rosie Spragg - GM Economic Development, Te Waka
▪ Anne Probert - Director Strategic and Sector Partnerships
▪ Steve Canny - Strategic Projects Group Manager, Great South & 

Chairperson, NZ Hydrogen Council (online)



Day 2 – Wednesday 20 March

Lunch
The next session will begin at 2.00pm



Panel session: 
Winds of change: What's next for offshore energy?

▪ Jamie McNeill - Business Group Leader for Power and Future Energy for 
New Zealand and the Pacific, GHD (Facilitator)

▪ Nick Cozens - Chairperson, Offshore Wind Working Group + Technical 
Director – Infrastructure & Renewable Energy, BECA

▪ Anna Crameri -  Offshore Wind Leader, ANZ, RPS 
▪ Jonathan Young - Head of Industry and Government Engagement, Ara Ake
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